2. THE GREAT

npHE American Revolution was an event of enormous complexity and mag-
1 nitude, Starting as a series of skirmishes for the defense of colonial rights,
it exploded into a full-scale war for political independence, and unleashed
pent-up demands for political and social reform. It was also a civil war which,
if it did not pit section against section or class against class, divided Ameri-
can families, neighbors and villages. Englishmen, too, took sides, though their
battles were confined to Parliament and the press.

The Revolution has been called a war fought both for home rule and to de-
cide who should rule at home. But it was more than that. It was a very impor-
tant part of a world war, primarily between England and France, that was
fought at Gibraltar, along the coast of India and off South Africa, as well as
on Lake Champlain, the Chesapeake and the Caribbean. And a large part of
Europe was drawn into the conflict.

Unlike most revolutions that followed, this one was distinguished by a deep
concern for, and emphatic stress upon, legality. The Americans fought for the
rights they believed were guaranteed them as Englishmen under the British
constitution, and for the rights of man as they understood them to be derived
from the "Laws of Nature and of Nature's God."

The war was not entered into precipitously; its leadership throughout re-
mained in the hands of prudent, civilized men whose respect for legality is
best seen in thereluctance with which they severed their formal ties to Britain.

SYMBOLS OF INDEPENDENCE, recalling the battles which
led up to the Declaration, surround the portraits of distin-
guished signer John Adams and his beloved wife Abigail.
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